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Research

Research Strategy

The FGF especially concentrates on promoting investigations
done on the biological effects of low energy high frequency
fields. The research projects are investigations done on the
following levels: “the individual”, (humans, animals), “cells
and tissue”, “molecules” as well as safety relevant electro-
magnetic compatibility, such as the safety limits for devices.
The wide expanse of the studies encompasses all types of
studies from literature to long-term studies, this also includes
explorative as well as hypothetical studies.

Allocation process, monitoring and documenting the researchAllocation process, monitoring and documenting the researchAllocation process, monitoring and documenting the researchAllocation process, monitoring and documenting the researchAllocation process, monitoring and documenting the research

Competent research – responsible actionCompetent research – responsible actionCompetent research – responsible actionCompetent research – responsible actionCompetent research – responsible action

Forschungsgemeinschaft Funk

The topics of the studiestopics of the studiestopics of the studiestopics of the studiestopics of the studies are clearly defined by the FGF.
When making a decision concerning a topic the FGF carefully
considers the following points:
● Recommendations from the WHO research agenda
● Suggestions given by national and international govern-

mental groups and groups of  experts
● Activities and results from other research institutes

In the inviting to bid phaseinviting to bid phaseinviting to bid phaseinviting to bid phaseinviting to bid phase, scientists are requested to sub-
mit a project proposal. The external experts’ recommenda-
tions are taken into account when selectingselectingselectingselectingselecting a project pro-
posal. FGF project teamsproject teamsproject teamsproject teamsproject teams monitor the work of the commis-
sioned researchers and make sure that there is a continual
exchange of information. The current state of the project is
explained in an interim presentationinterim presentationinterim presentationinterim presentationinterim presentation and is then evaluated.
All of the final reports and publicationsfinal reports and publicationsfinal reports and publicationsfinal reports and publicationsfinal reports and publications on the research are
made assessable to a wide public and are open to discussion.
This is ensured through the following channels:
● Public scientific colloquiums on the final results of a study
● Information from its own publications and media

(Newsletter, Edition Wissenschaft, FGF Internet site)
● Results published in peer reviewed ( i.e. expert refereed)

scientific journals
● Publications are catalogued and added to various scientif-

ic data banks (e.g. the literature data bank of the femu in
Aachen)

● Workshops are held on the latest findings concerning indi-
vidual research topics

Ideas for researchIdeas for researchIdeas for researchIdeas for researchIdeas for research
topics from outsidetopics from outsidetopics from outsidetopics from outsidetopics from outside

experts (WHO, BfS…)experts (WHO, BfS…)experts (WHO, BfS…)experts (WHO, BfS…)experts (WHO, BfS…)

OutsideOutsideOutsideOutsideOutside
applicationsapplicationsapplicationsapplicationsapplications

SelectingSelectingSelectingSelectingSelecting
a topica topica topica topica topic

Main topicMain topicMain topicMain topicMain topic
suggested by thesuggested by thesuggested by thesuggested by thesuggested by the

membersmembersmembersmembersmembers

Invitation to bid phaseInvitation to bid phaseInvitation to bid phaseInvitation to bid phaseInvitation to bid phase

rough projectrough projectrough projectrough projectrough project
specificationsspecificationsspecificationsspecificationsspecifications

establishing aestablishing aestablishing aestablishing aestablishing a
project groupproject groupproject groupproject groupproject group

public invitationpublic invitationpublic invitationpublic invitationpublic invitation
to bidto bidto bidto bidto bid

Public invitation toPublic invitation toPublic invitation toPublic invitation toPublic invitation to
bid? one or morebid? one or morebid? one or morebid? one or morebid? one or more
research groups?research groups?research groups?research groups?research groups?

establishing aestablishing aestablishing aestablishing aestablishing a
selectionselectionselectionselectionselection

committeecommitteecommitteecommitteecommittee
selecting aselecting aselecting aselecting aselecting a
consigneeconsigneeconsigneeconsigneeconsignee

detaileddetaileddetaileddetaileddetailed
specifications ofspecifications ofspecifications ofspecifications ofspecifications of

the projectthe projectthe projectthe projectthe project

in agreement with thein agreement with thein agreement with thein agreement with thein agreement with the
consigneeconsigneeconsigneeconsigneeconsignee
• budgetary adjustmentsbudgetary adjustmentsbudgetary adjustmentsbudgetary adjustmentsbudgetary adjustments
• project partner planproject partner planproject partner planproject partner planproject partner plan
• experimental designexperimental designexperimental designexperimental designexperimental design
• biological and electro-biological and electro-biological and electro-biological and electro-biological and electro-

technical workingtechnical workingtechnical workingtechnical workingtechnical working
• hypothesis statisticalhypothesis statisticalhypothesis statisticalhypothesis statisticalhypothesis statistical

evaluationevaluationevaluationevaluationevaluation

entering andentering andentering andentering andentering and
signing thesigning thesigning thesigning thesigning the

contractcontractcontractcontractcontract

commercialcommercialcommercialcommercialcommercial
agreement on:agreement on:agreement on:agreement on:agreement on:
• project specificationsproject specificationsproject specificationsproject specificationsproject specifications
• milestone planmilestone planmilestone planmilestone planmilestone plan
• fixed dates whenfixed dates whenfixed dates whenfixed dates whenfixed dates when

payments will bepayments will bepayments will bepayments will bepayments will be
mademademademademade

implementingimplementingimplementingimplementingimplementing
the projectthe projectthe projectthe projectthe project

implementing theimplementing theimplementing theimplementing theimplementing the
project and controllingproject and controllingproject and controllingproject and controllingproject and controlling
the project groupthe project groupthe project groupthe project groupthe project group
• controlling thecontrolling thecontrolling thecontrolling thecontrolling the

budgetbudgetbudgetbudgetbudget
• milestone planmilestone planmilestone planmilestone planmilestone plan
• reporting systemreporting systemreporting systemreporting systemreporting system

Project kick offProject kick offProject kick offProject kick offProject kick off contractual projectcontractual projectcontractual projectcontractual projectcontractual project
finalizationfinalizationfinalizationfinalizationfinalization

Project FinalizationProject FinalizationProject FinalizationProject FinalizationProject Finalization

expert finalization ofexpert finalization ofexpert finalization ofexpert finalization ofexpert finalization of
project with:project with:project with:project with:project with:
• presentation of the finalpresentation of the finalpresentation of the finalpresentation of the finalpresentation of the final

reportreportreportreportreport
• expert approval by theexpert approval by theexpert approval by theexpert approval by theexpert approval by the

project groupproject groupproject groupproject groupproject group
• final colloqiuimfinal colloqiuimfinal colloqiuimfinal colloqiuimfinal colloqiuim
• publication of the resultspublication of the resultspublication of the resultspublication of the resultspublication of the results

peerpeerpeerpeerpeer
reviewed -reviewed -reviewed -reviewed -reviewed -

journalsjournalsjournalsjournalsjournals

internalinternalinternalinternalinternal
projectprojectprojectprojectproject
reviewreviewreviewreviewreview

final reportfinal reportfinal reportfinal reportfinal report

finalfinalfinalfinalfinal
colloquiumcolloquiumcolloquiumcolloquiumcolloquium

reportreportreportreportreport

peer revised publicationpeer revised publicationpeer revised publicationpeer revised publicationpeer revised publication
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Strategy

An brief survey of the FGF researchAn brief survey of the FGF researchAn brief survey of the FGF researchAn brief survey of the FGF researchAn brief survey of the FGF research
strategystrategystrategystrategystrategy

1. Financing1. Financing1. Financing1. Financing1. Financing
Strategy:Strategy:Strategy:Strategy:Strategy:
● to adhere to WHO research agenda
● to take into account research determined by

– national governments and the EU
– national and international groups of experts
– FGF members

● to close existing gaps in knowledge
● to avoid the same study being done at the same

time and to avoid competition in research
● to review the available possibilities for financing

a project with the partner

2. Publications2. Publications2. Publications2. Publications2. Publications
Strategy:Strategy:Strategy:Strategy:Strategy:
● to make final reports and publications of FGF

commissioned studies freely available to the public
● the widespread circulation of information through

publications and services of the FGF
● promoting and supporting the exchange of infor-

mation through data banks, e.g. the data bank
set up by the RWTH in Aachen for the FGF (a litera-
ture bank of scientific findings) (WBLDB) the femu

This procedure ensures that every step of research promoted
by the FGF is transparent and comprehensible. External ex-External ex-External ex-External ex-External ex-
pertspertspertspertsperts are included in every phase of the procedure; defining
the goals, the selection, the design of the study, as well as
being included in the final evaluation.

Future ProspectsFuture ProspectsFuture ProspectsFuture ProspectsFuture Prospects
In accordance with the statutory mandate, the FGF will con-
tinue to do research in the field of electromagnetic compat-
ibility to the environment, “to pursue, push ahead with the
research and then to be a source of information about it”.
With its goal, with its mandate and the type of organization
it is, the FGF is unique in the world and has done pioneer
work with its systematic efforts in addressing the research
question: “ Do low energy electromagnetic waves affect or
harm humans and the environment in any way?” The FGF has
acquired expertise through its research projects and it unre-
strictedly places this expertise at the disposal of its members
and it is readily available to national and international com-
mittees. The FGF has also been a catalyst in substantially
contributing to the improvement in the quality of research
that was not commissioned by the FGF.
It will continue to follow the principle of taking a neutral
position in publicly lead discussions concerning technology
and assessing the consequences of this technology, moreo-
ver it will continue to act as a moderator in objectifying de-
bates. Diverse analyses by experts on the published research
results are scientifically conclusive and to date have not prov-
en any significant harmful health effects. However, despite
long-term extensive scientific research, more extensive re-
search and some detailed questions remain to be answered,
for instance, we must take into account that new technology
or new measuring methods will pose new questions.

3. Quality3. Quality3. Quality3. Quality3. Quality
Strategy:Strategy:Strategy:Strategy:Strategy:
● the contractors are obliged to fulfil the requirement

of the GLP (good laboratory practice) when
researching and when applicable – GCP (good
clinical practice)

● the research team committed to doing the research
must be committed to high research standards and
to guarantee for the laboratory

● a well polished design for the study and a record
of the procedure (including statistics for the pre
and post analysis).

4. Credibility4. Credibility4. Credibility4. Credibility4. Credibility
Strategiy:Strategiy:Strategiy:Strategiy:Strategiy:
● the definition and the publication of a clearly

described procedure for the selection and the
administration of FGF-financed research projects

● receiving advice from independent, acknowledged
scientists
– To select and decide on research topics
– to process the project selection
– to interpret the results

● to make the results for scientific discussions
available and to release the results as general
information


