
NEWS l e t t e r  2/3 . 02 7171717171

Merging Research
Efforts

In late October, the two research initia-

tives of the European, COST (Cooperation

in Science and Technology) and ESF (Eu-

ropean Science Foundation) decided to

merge their research activities. However,

COST will be maintained as an interstate

organization; the representatives from

member countries will continue to be re-

sponsible for decision-making. The merg-

ing shall provide synergies and harmoni-

zation of research and administrational

tasks within the recently instigated „Sixth

Framework“. Over the next 4 years, the EU

will provide funds of 50 to 80 million Euro

for these research efforts.

Internet presentation
of COST 281 action

In 2001, the action COST 281 „Potential

Health Implications from Mobile Commu-

nications Systems“ was founded as a con-

tinuation of COST 244 and COST 244 bis

within the International Cooperation in-

Research and Development. It shall har-

monize national research programs and

coordinate the exchange among experts

across countries.

COST 281 comments on scientific de-

velopment and promotes the exchange of

scientific results in workshops. In the

meantime three workshops took place deal-

ing with topics such as „Emerging Tech-

nologies“, „Mobile Radio and Children“,

and „Microdosimetry“. For 2001, two

workshops are planned in Dublin and Bu-

dapest on the topics „Epidemiological

Studies on Radio Base Station Emission“

and „Head Exposure“.

Information on all COST 281 actions can

be found on the web at www.cost281.org.

International Special
Meeting of the Research
Association for Radio
Applications on possible
genetic effects from
mobile radio fields

Together with the Ministry of Environ-

ment and Traffic, Baden-Württemberg, the

Berufsgenossenschaft für Elektrotechnik

und Feinmechanik, and the European Com-

mission within the COST 281 research pro-

gram, on November 25 to 27, 2002, the

Research Association for Radio Applica-

tions hosted a meeting taking place in Lö-

wenstein (near Stuttgart). International

experts from seven countries dealt with

the question whether mobile radio elec-

tromagnetic fields are able to affect ge-

netic processes in the cell or even to pro-

mote cancerogenesis.

Repeatedly, public fears are voiced con-

cerning the question whether radio waves

could have health-damaging effects on the

body despite maintaining valid limit val-

ues. But, although there is intense research

undertaken in this field for many years

now, there is still no definite evidence for

such „non-thermal“ effects. An area re-

ceiving particular attention among experts

are possible effects on genetic processes

in the cell. Of special interest is the ques-

tion whether fields far below valid limit

values could cause genetic alterations.

The Löwenstein meeting was aimed at

convening leading experts in different spe-

cial disciplines and research groups for an

exchange of experience, to present the

state-of-the-art of science in this field, and

possibly issue recommendations for fur-

ther research projects.

International Workshop
on the topic of „Subtle
Temperature Effects
from Electromagnetic
Fields“ in London

Within the COST 281 progam of the Eu-

ropean Union, on November 12 to 13, 2002,

an international workshop on the topic

„Subtle temperature effects from electro-

magnetic fields“ took place in London.

Experts from more than 20 countries at-

tended the 2-days meeting to discuss

among others recent research results deal-

ing with „non-thermal“ effects from radio

waves on biological systems.

The London conference particularly was

devoted to the question how „non-ther-

mal“ effects may be separated from ther-

mal effects and/or whether, lastly, we are

dealing with local temperature effects at

the microscopic level, too, if no macro-

scopic heating is measurable. Thus the

workshop’s title: „Subtle Temperature Ef-

fects of RF-EMF“.
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The results of the workshop will soon be

available in a rapporteur’s report on the

COST 281 web site (www.cost281.org).

Moreover, there are abstracts of all lec-

tures held during the conference.

On the day before the workshop, anoth-

er scientific conference took place at the

same quarters, organized by the British

MTHR program (Mobile Telecommunica-

tions and Health Research), giving a sur-

vey of the state-of-the-art of European

research activities in the field of effects

from electromagnetic fields (HF and NF)

on biological systems

Study: Electromagnetic
Environmental
Compatibility in
Public Discussion

The Federal Ministry of Economy and

Technology (BMWi) has published a study

as part of its action program aiming to

objectify public discussion. The study is

called: „Electromagnetic environmental

compatibility in public debate – situati-

tion analysis, strategy development and

evaluation considering UMTS technologies

based on a dialogue with citizens“.

Commissioned by the BMWi, the study

was performed in May 2002 by wik-Con-

sult, Bad Honnef. It is aimed at presenting

a well-founded assessment on public de-

bate trends.

For analysis of the EMVU debate, expert

interviews with representatives of mobile

radio network operators and mobile phone

manufacturers, medical and technical ex-

perts, representatives of the states and com-

munities as well as environmental and con-

sumer protection citizens’ groups were car-

ried through. Based upon this informa-

tion, proposals were made as how to act to

objectify the debate by initiatives taken

by leading representatives from politics,

economy and the public, and to tone down

discussion by strategies promoting perspec-

tives for compromise. To clarify possible

developments, two senarios were created

– „Discourse and compromise“ and „La-

tent conflict“. Based on these scenarios,

the effect of currently planned and per-

formed measures was looked at and pre-

dicted.

The brochure can be ordered for 50 Eu-

ros from the Wissenschaftliches Institut für

Kommumikationsdienste (WIK), Postfach

2000, 53588 Bad Honnef, or it may be

found on the web site of the BMWi (under

the paragraph „comprehensive studies“).
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